
 
 
 
 

Lee Saunders 

 

April 24, 2017 
 
Honorable Thomas Rivera Schatz Honorable Carlos Méndez Nuñez 

President President 

Puerto Rico Senate Puerto Rico House of Representatives  

 

Dear President Rivera and Speaker Méndez: 

 
We are writing to you to express our united opposition to House Bill 938. If this draconian measure were to become 

law, we believe it would be a disaster for the already troubled economy of the island and would further impoverish the 

working people of Puerto Rico. 

 
This measure attacks public sector workers by responding to the island’s financial crisis with austerity measures that 

would put essential services at risk and nullify hard-fought collective bargaining contracts. Quite simply, this bill is an 

attack on trade union representation of Puerto Rican workers. 

 
To lift up the vulnerable sectors of the island, workers must receive good wages and benefits that enable them to 

provide for their families and feed the economic engine of the island. This measure instead would impoverish the 

working class and exacerbate – not minimize – the economic and social crisis you are already facing. 

 
This measure effectively reverses Law 45, which in 1998, granted union rights to all employees of the central 

government of Puerto Rico. We estimate that between the impact on workers in the central government and those who 

work for public corporations, more than 100,000 of your constituents and their families would be affected by this ill- 

conceived legislation. 

 
We are all concerned about the economic health and future of Puerto Rico. However, adopting a measure that would 

devastate the very people who work each and every day to ensure a bright future for the island is not the way to build a 

strong and prosperous Puerto Rico. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely,  
Mary Kay Henry 

International President President 

Service Employees International Union American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dennis Williams 

International President 

United Auto Workers 


